
 

 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services can contact Saugatuck Township for reasonable 
accommodations. If you require accommodations, please contact Township Clerk as soon as practically possible 
prior to the meeting in writing or by calling the Township Hall at (269) 857-7721 as some accommodations may 
require 48-hours to provide. 

Parks Commission Agenda 
Wednesday, October 7th, 2026, at 5 PM 

Saugatuck Township Hall 
3461 Blue Star Hwy 

Saugatuck, MI 49453 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Public Comments:  
The Commission requests that speakers respect the three-minute time limit for individual comments and the 
five-minute time limit for an individual speaking on behalf of a group. This is not a question-and-answer 
session, it is an opportunity to voice your thoughts with the Township Parks Commission. Public comments 
using video equipment should be approved by the Clerk at least two days prior to the meeting.  
 

4. Approval of Agenda  
  

5. Consent Agenda   
a) September 2nd, 2026 Meeting Minutes approval  
b) Financial Reports 
c) Bills (September) 
d) Donation Report 

 
6. New Business:  

a) Ottawa County Woolly Adelgids meeting update - Jim 
b) Quote for Ivy Treatment at Sunset Park – Kate/Daniel 

 
7. Old Business:  

a) Sunset Park Donor plaques update 
b) Tails N’ Trails Event update – Jim/Elliott 
c) Lake Michigan property update – Daniel/Dana 
d) Land acquisition and ODC projects update - Jane 

 
8. Reports:  

a) Chairman report.  
b) Manager report. 
c) Commissioner’s reports. 
 

8. Correspondence: 
 
10. Public Comments 

Previous Rules apply.  
 

11. Next meeting: November 4th, 2026, at 5pm at the Township Hall.  
 
12. Adjourn 
 



Saugatuck Township Parks Commission 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026 – DRAFT MINUTES 

Saugatuck Township Hall 
3461 Blue Star Hwy 

Saugatuck, MI 49453 
 

1. Call to Order – Jim Searing called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm 
 

2. Roll Call  
a. Present:  Jim Searing, Ken Butler, Jame Dickie, Elliot Sturm, Dana Burd 
b. Staff Present: Kate White, Daniel DeFranco 

 
3. Public Comments 

a. none 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
a. Ken Butler moved to approve the agenda as amended to add item D under New 

Business, Dana Burd seconded.  Approved by all. 
 

5. Consent Agenda – Ken Butler moved to approve the consent agenda, Jane Dickie seconded.  
Approved by all. 

a. August 5, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
b. Financial Reports 
c. Bills (August) 
d. Donation Report 

 
6. New Business 

a. Sunset Park donor plaques – Kate’s been working with vendor on donor plaques. 
b. Event to highlight improvements at dog park – Township is planning an event Sept 24th, 

4-6pm there is event planned at the new trails of the Dog Park “Dog Days of Summer”. 
Also, Saugatuck Cross-country is planning a meet tomorrow at new trails.   

c. New property discussion – Commissioners are working with community members on 
potential future acquisitions.  

d. Riverwood Council Donation (added) – Jon Vanderbeek with Riverwood Council gave an 
update on activities in the community. Riverwood Council continues looking at Beach to 
Bridge trail concepts. Riverwood Council formally present a donation of $5,000 toward 
Riverside Park Acquisition. 
 

7. Old Business 
a. Update on River Bluff construction – Reviews through NOAA, Kalamazoo River Trustees, 

and tribal coordination are still in process. Additional survey work needed later this year. 
b. Dog park maintenance, track team meets – Heavner Property Services placed wood 

chips prior to school meet.  



c. Land acquisition and Outdoor Discovery Center projects update – Information was sent 
to ODC and future meetings are scheduled. 
 

8. Reports 
a. Chairman – Jim Searing reported on large tree down at Riverbluff Park and coordinating 

with staff to have a contractor remove it. Riverbluff Park may have some Hemlock 
Woody Adelgid and will attend upcoming workshop on treatments. 

b. Manager – Daniel DeFranco reported wood chip work has been completed at Dog Park. 
Project agreement with State of Michigan DNR for Riverside Park is nearly complete. 

c. Commissioner’s  
i. No reports.  

 
9. Correspondence: 

a. none 
 

10. Public Comments 
a. none 

 
11. Next Meeting: October 7, 2026 at 5:00 pm at Township Hall 

 
12. Adjourn – Jim Searing adjourned the meeting at 5:52 p.m. 



REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP 1/1Page:09/29/2026 11:14 AM
User: LORI
DB: Gl2027 PERIOD ENDING 09/30/2026

% BDGT
USED

AVAILABLE
BALANCE

NORMAL (ABNORMAL)

ACTIVITY FOR
MONTH 09/30/2026

INCREASE (DECREASE)

YTD BALANCE
09/30/2026

NORMAL (ABNORMAL)
2026-27

AMENDED BUDGETDESCRIPTIONGL NUMBER

Fund 208 - PARK FUND
Revenues
Dept 000

0.00 265,000.00 0.00 0.00 265,000.00 VOTED MILLAGE208-000-403.000
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 FEDERAL GRANT208-000-524.000
0.00 2,000.00 0.00 0.00 2,000.00 INTEREST208-000-665.000
0.45 298,645.00 0.00 1,355.00 300,000.00 CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS208-000-674.000
0.00 385,600.00 0.00 0.00 385,600.00 TRANSFER IN208-000-699.000
0.00 410,000.00 0.00 0.00 410,000.00 FUND BALANCE TRANSFER IN208-000-699.100

0.10 1,361,245.00 0.00 1,355.00 1,362,600.00 Total Dept 000

0.10 1,361,245.00 0.00 1,355.00 1,362,600.00 TOTAL REVENUES

Expenditures
Dept 751 - PARKS

0.00 10,000.00 0.00 0.00 10,000.00 ELECTED SALARY208-751-701.000
100.00 (39.96)0.00 39.96 0.00 SUPPLIES208-751-727.000
31.53 10,269.88 800.00 4,730.12 15,000.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES208-751-801.000
0.00 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 ATTORNEY FEES208-751-802.000

12.00 11,000.00 0.00 1,500.00 12,500.00 CONSULTING SERVICES208-751-807.000
0.00 4,000.00 0.00 0.00 4,000.00 ENGINEERING FEES208-751-808.000
0.00 1,500.00 0.00 0.00 1,500.00 PRINTING & PUBLISHING208-751-901.000

15.45 1,690.97 143.68 309.03 2,000.00 UTILITIES208-751-920.000
0.00 1,500.00 0.00 0.00 1,500.00 REPAIRS208-751-930.000
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 TRAINING & SEMINARS208-751-961.000
2.16 4,671,226.72 103,128.78 103,173.28 4,774,400.00 CAPITAL OUTLAY208-751-971.000

2.28 4,712,147.61 104,072.46 109,752.39 4,821,900.00 Total Dept 751 - PARKS

Dept 966 - TRANSFERS
0.00 5,000.00 0.00 0.00 5,000.00 INTER FUND TRANSFERS208-966-995.000

0.00 5,000.00 0.00 0.00 5,000.00 Total Dept 966 - TRANSFERS

2.27 4,717,147.61 104,072.46 109,752.39 4,826,900.00 TOTAL EXPENDITURES

3.13 (3,355,902.61)(104,072.46)(108,397.39)(3,464,300.00)NET OF REVENUES & EXPENDITURES

2.27 4,717,147.61 104,072.46 109,752.39 4,826,900.00 TOTAL EXPENDITURES
0.10 1,361,245.00 0.00 1,355.00 1,362,600.00 TOTAL REVENUES

Fund 208 - PARK FUND:



REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP 1/2Page:09/29/2026 11:14 AM
User: LORI
DB: Gl2027

Balances as of 09/30/2026
% Fiscal Year Completed: 25.21

Fund 208 - PARK FUND

% 
Used 

Available 
Balance 

YEAR-TO-DATE
THRU 09/30/26

2026-27 
Amended Budget

2026-27 
Orig BudgetDescriptionGL Number

Revenues
Department 000: 

0.00 265,000.00 0.00 265,000.00 265,000.00 VOTED MILLAGE208-000-403.000

0.00 2,000.00 0.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 INTEREST208-000-665.000

CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS208-000-674.000

Receipt #: 7794450.00 390DOG PARK DONATIONSCR07/08/2026
Receipt #: 779451,305.00 391PARK DONATIONSCR07/08/2026

0.45 298,645.00 1,355.00 300,000.00 300,000.00 CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS208-000-674.000

0.00 385,600.00 0.00 385,600.00 385,600.00 TRANSFER IN208-000-699.000

0.00 410,000.00 0.00 410,000.00 410,000.00 FUND BALANCE TRANSFER IN208-000-699.100

0.10 1,361,245.00 1,355.00 1,362,600.00 1,362,600.00 Total - Dept 000

0.10 1,361,245.00 1,355.00 1,362,600.00 1,362,600.00 Total Revenues

Expenditures
Department 751: PARKS

0.00 10,000.00 0.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 ELECTED SALARY208-751-701.000

SUPPLIES208-751-727.000

Inv #: '2608-503527' Vendor 'OVERISEL'29.97 1156WASP AND YELLOW JACKET FOAM FOR BIKETRAIAP08/11/2026
Inv #: '2608-505715' Vendor 'OVERISEL'9.99 2264H.D. CONTRACTOR BAGSAP08/17/2026

100.00 (39.96)39.96 0.00 0.00 SUPPLIES208-751-727.000

CONTRACTUAL SERVICES208-751-801.000

Inv #: '17384' Vendor 'HEAVENER'432.00 1134AUGUST CEMETERY LAWN CONTRACT, JULY LAWNAP07/31/2026
Inv #: '17384' Vendor 'HEAVENER'196.00 1134AUGUST CEMETERY LAWN CONTRACT, JULY LAWNAP07/31/2026
Inv #: '17384' Vendor 'HEAVENER'148.12 1134AUGUST CEMETERY LAWN CONTRACT, JULY LAWNAP07/31/2026
Inv #: '17384' Vendor 'HEAVENER'86.00 1134AUGUST CEMETERY LAWN CONTRACT, JULY LAWNAP07/31/2026
Inv #: '17384' Vendor 'HEAVENER'86.00 1134AUGUST CEMETERY LAWN CONTRACT, JULY LAWNAP07/31/2026
Inv #: 'I469' Vendor 'SEPTIC'125.00 1155DOG PARK  JULY 31- AUG 27AP08/10/2026
Inv #: 'I550' Vendor 'SEPTIC'125.00 2266DOG PARK 8-26/9/24 PORTABLE RESTROOMAP08/19/2026
Inv #: '17424' Vendor 'HEAVENER'1,350.00 2277SEPTEMBER CEMETERY CONTRACT, AUGUST MOWIAP08/31/2026
Inv #: '17424' Vendor 'HEAVENER'540.00 2277SEPTEMBER CEMETERY CONTRACT, AUGUST MOWIAP08/31/2026
Inv #: '17424' Vendor 'HEAVENER'355.50 2277SEPTEMBER CEMETERY CONTRACT, AUGUST MOWIAP08/31/2026
Inv #: '17424' Vendor 'HEAVENER'196.00 2277SEPTEMBER CEMETERY CONTRACT, AUGUST MOWIAP08/31/2026
Inv #: '17424' Vendor 'HEAVENER'118.50 2277SEPTEMBER CEMETERY CONTRACT, AUGUST MOWIAP08/31/2026
Inv #: '17424' Vendor 'HEAVENER'86.00 2277SEPTEMBER CEMETERY CONTRACT, AUGUST MOWIAP08/31/2026
Inv #: '17424' Vendor 'HEAVENER'86.00 2277SEPTEMBER CEMETERY CONTRACT, AUGUST MOWIAP08/31/2026
Inv #: '2655' Vendor 'MISC'800.00 2291REFUND PARTIAL PAYMENT FOR DEAD TREE ATAP09/08/2026

31.53 10,269.88 4,730.12 15,000.00 15,000.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES208-751-801.000

0.00 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 ATTORNEY FEES208-751-802.000

CONSULTING SERVICES208-751-807.000

Inv #: '119663' Vendor 'ODC'1,500.00 1158TAILS AND TRAILS MANAGMENT OF INVASIVE PAP08/12/2026

12.00 11,000.00 1,500.00 12,500.00 12,500.00 CONSULTING SERVICES208-751-807.000



REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT FOR SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP 2/2Page:09/29/2026 11:14 AM
User: LORI
DB: Gl2027

Balances as of 09/30/2026
% Fiscal Year Completed: 25.21

Fund 208 - PARK FUND

% 
Used 

Available 
Balance 

YEAR-TO-DATE
THRU 09/30/26

2026-27 
Amended Budget

2026-27 
Orig BudgetDescriptionGL Number

Expenditures
Department 751: PARKS

0.00 4,000.00 0.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 ENGINEERING FEES208-751-808.000

0.00 1,500.00 0.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 PRINTING & PUBLISHING208-751-901.000

UTILITIES208-751-920.000

Check #: '88(E) HNB' Vendor 'DOUGLAS'.87.45 616RIVER BLUFF PARKCD07/16/2026
Check #: '134(E) HNB' Vendor 'DOUGLAS'.45.42 1270UTILITIESCD08/03/2026
Check #: '107(E) HNB' Vendor 'DOUGLAS'.32.48 1110DOG PARKCD08/11/2026
Check #: '144(E) HNB' Vendor 'KLSWA'.46.86 1789DOG PARKCD09/02/2026
Check #: '154(E) HNB' Vendor 'CONSUMERS'.29.50 2251DOG PARKCD09/09/2026
Check #: '179(E) HNB' Vendor 'ARROWASTE'.67.32 3062DOG PARKCD09/16/2026

15.45 1,690.97 309.03 2,000.00 2,000.00 UTILITIES208-751-920.000

0.00 1,500.00 0.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 REPAIRS208-751-930.000

CAPITAL OUTLAY208-751-971.000

Inv #: '97860' Vendor 'P&N'44.50 1166TAILS AND TRAILS PARKAP08/12/2026
Inv #: 'APP. NO 4' Vendor 'APEX'97,049.78 2285SUNDOWN PARK IMPROVEMENTSAP09/02/2026
Inv #: '082426' Vendor 'KYK9'6,079.00 2542RIVER BLUFF NRDA K9 ARCHAEOLOGICAL HRD SAP09/11/2026

2.16 4,671,226.72 103,173.28 4,774,400.00 4,774,400.00 CAPITAL OUTLAY208-751-971.000

2.28 4,712,147.61 109,752.39 4,821,900.00 4,821,900.00 Total - Dept 751

2.28 4,712,147.61 109,752.39 4,821,900.00 4,821,900.00 Total Expenditures

(3,350,902.61)(108,397.39)(3,459,300.00)(3,459,300.00)NET OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES





09/29/2026                              RECEIPT DISTRIBUTION REPORT FOR SAUGATUCK TOWNSHIP                                         
                               Post Date from 07/01/2025 - 09/29/2026   Open And Completed Receipts                                

Receipt # Wkstn Received Of Item Reference Post Date Amount 

Fund: 208 PARK FUND
GL #: 208-000-674.000 CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS
77813 SAUGATUCK DOUGLAS AREA CVBINFREQ INFREQUENT 05/20/2026 10,000.00
77851 DOG DONATIONS MISC DOG PARK DONATIONS 06/11/2026 40.00
77857 CHARLES EDRIS INFREQ INFREQUENT 06/16/2026 10,000.00
77944 DONALD OLENDORF DGPK1 DOG PARK DONATIONS 07/08/2026 50.00
77945 NOBLE TWIST DGPK1 PARK DONATIONS 07/08/2026 1,305.00

Total For 208-000-674.000 CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS: 21,395.00

Total For Fund 208 PARK FUND: 21,395.00

Total Distributed Receipts: 21,395.00
Grand Total: 21,395.00



Saugatuck Township

Attn: Kate White

3461 Blue Star Hwy

Saugatuck, MI 49453

3099 80th Ave Bldg. 200

Suite 240

Zeeland, MI 49464

Kevin Nietering - Representative  

Bartlett Tree Experts

Created on: 8/28/2026

Printed on: 9/1/2026 Client: 9329736

Business: 616-399-9446

Fax Number: 616-245-3805

E-Mail Address: knietering@Bartlett.com

Mobile Phone: 616-368-9919 - cell

Proposal For Tree Care Services

Sunset Park, 2598 Lakeshore Dr, Fennville, MI 49408

NOTICE TO CLIENT:  

Bartlett Tree Experts has entered this property for the specific purpose of writing this proposal, pursuant to the owner's request.  

Bartlett Tree Experts makes no warranties and accepts no responsibility regarding the potential risks involving any trees on this 

property.  Bartlett Tree Experts recommends having a qualified arborist inspect your property periodically to assist you in identifying 

potential risks or hazardous conditions related to your trees and shrubs.  THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE.

Natural Pruning

Species Diameter Location

large Red Oak, Quercus rubra
40 inch NW corner of park, top of bluff

Goals:

•  Improve appearance

•  Remove parasitic plant infestation

•  Remove dead limbs

Specifications:

•  Remove all english ivy, from stem and canopy, as practical

•  Remove all dead branches, 2-6 inch diameter cut(s)

•  Remove all debris
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Client: 9329736 Printed on: 9/1/2026

Created on: 8/28/2026

* Arborist may use discretion with certain pruning cuts to accomplish the client's stated pruning goals

* The client agrees an occasional dead branch larger than specified may be left where it is impractical to be 

removed

Amount: $3,216.00

SCHEDULE OF WORK PROPOSED:  

Once accepted and scheduled, Bartlett Tree Experts will coordinate all job planning and scheduling; equipment requirements, and 

work crew staffing and direction pertaining to safe, professional execution of the service or services offered.

Upon acceptance of this proposal, this work can be scheduled to take place during the week/weeks of 

11/1/2026 and should be completed by 4/1/2027.

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENT:  

Bartlett Tree Experts offers to perform the work specifications at the work location listed above at the following rates:

Owner agrees to pay a total price of: $3,216.00 
______________

____________

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO CANCEL:  

You, the client, may cancel this transaction, without penalty or obligation, at any time prior to midnight of the third business day 

after the date of the acceptance of this proposal.  To cancel your acceptance of this proposal within this time, you may notify Bartlett 

Tree Experts, in writing of your intent to do so, referencing the work location and project.

ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS:  

After reviewing the terms and conditions attached, which become part of this agreement, please sign the enclosed copy and return in 

the enclosed envelope.  In the event that the client should issue additional work authorization terms, if agreed upon, such terms will 

be incorporated into this agreement.  In the event that such terms conflict with this agreement, then the terms of this agreement 

shall govern over any conflicting language.  The original document should be retained for your reference.  Should you have any 

questions or need further information, please contact me directly at 616-399-9446.
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Client: 9329736 Printed on: 9/1/2026

Created on: 8/28/2026

OFFER:  

Bartlett Tree Experts will perform the above referenced service in a safe, professional manner, in accordance with all laws, rules, 

regulations, and industry standards governing tree care.

Bartlett Representative Signature:

Date:

Printed Name:

_____________________________________________________

     

_____________________________________________________

     

_____________________________________________________

     

Kevin Nietering

9/1/2026

{{{{Dte_es_:signer1:date:format(date,mm/dd/yyyy)}} 

Dte_es_:signer1:date}}                                                                

AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED:

I hereby authorize Bartlett Tree Experts to perform the above services.  Unless otherwise agreed upon in writing by Bartlett Tree 

Experts, I agree to make total payment of the estimated costs and all authorized additional costs upon completion of the work.

_____________________________________________________

     

Client's Signature:

Date:

Printed Name:

_____________________________________________________

     

_____________________________________________________

     

{{Sig_es_:signer1:signature:dimension(width=75mm,height=7mm)}}                       
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Client: 9329736 Printed on: 9/1/2026

Created on: 8/28/2026

Prices are guaranteed if accepted within thirty days.

All accounts are net payable upon receipt of invoice.

Work is done in accordance with ANSI A300 Tree Care Standards.

To access a certificate of liability insurance for Bartlett Tree Experts, please navigate to http://www.bartlett.com/BartlettCOI.pdf

A Job Site Safety Analysis was completed for your property, please contact your arborist for further details.

Bartlett Tree Experts does not sell client information to third parties.  However, Bartlett may need to retain client information for 

digital advertising purposes.  For further information on the type of client information collected, the purpose for which 

information may be used, and any client's ability to access and/or opt out of such use, please visit Bartlett's privacy policy on our 

website:  https://www.bartlett.com/privacy-policy.cfm
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