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Saugatuck Township Board
Special Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 23, 2026, at 1:00 p.m.

Saugatuck Township Hall
3461 Blue Star Hwy, Saugatuck , MI 49453

1) Call to Order

2) Roll Call
Present: Bigford, Osman, Marcy
Absent: Helmrich, Aldrich
Also Present: DeFranco, Legal Counsel Curcio, Legal Counsel Straub

3) Approval of Agenda
A Motion was made by Osman to approve the agenda as presented. Support by Marcy.
Motion carried by 3-0 voice vote.

4) Public Comments
None

5) Closed Session:

It was moved by Marcy and seconded by Osman that the Board of Trustees of Saugatuck Township assemble in
closed session to consult with its litigation and general counsel regarding trial and settlement strategy in connection with
the litigation filed in Allegan County Circuit Court entitled:

Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance v. Saugatuck Township and Saugatuck Township Zoning Board of Appeals et al Case
Nos. 17-58936-AA and 18-59598-AA

since discussing the trial and/or settlement strategy in open meeting would have a detrimental financial effect on the
litigating or settlement position of this board. MCL 15.268(e) permits this Board to assemble in closed session under these
circumstances.

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Bigford, Osman, Marcy
No: 0

Abstain: 0

Absent: Aldrich, Helmrich

Motion Carried by 3-0 Roll Call vote.

A motion was made by Osman to come out of closed session at 1:38pm. Seconded by Marcy.
Motion carried 3-0 by voice vote.
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A motion was made by Bigford to support the recommendation of legal counsel given during closed session. Support by
Marcy.

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Bigford, Osman, Marcy
No: 0

Abstain: 0

Absent: Aldrich, Helmrich

Motion Carried by 3-0 Roll Call vote.

6) New Business
None

7) Old Business
None

8) Adjourn
Meeting adjourned by Bigford at 1:41pm
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Motions

1. A Motion was made by Osman to approve the agenda as presented. Support by Marcy.
Motion carried by 3-0 voice vote.

2. It was moved by Marcy and seconded by Osman that the Board of Trustees of Saugatuck Township assemble
in closed session to consult with its litigation and general counsel regarding trial and settlement strategy in
connection with the litigation filed in Allegan County Circuit Court entitled:

Saugatuck Dunes Coastal Alliance v. Saugatuck Township and Saugatuck Township Zoning Board of Appeals et al
Case Nos. 17-58936-AA and 18-59598-AA

since discussing the trial and/or settlement strategy in open meeting would have a detrimental financial effect on
the litigating or settlement position of this board. MCL 15.268(e) permits this Board to assemble in closed session
under these circumstances.

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Bigford, Osman, Marcy

No: 0

Abstain: 0

Absent: Aldrich, Helmrich

Motion Carried by 3-0 Roll Call vote.

3. A motion was made by Osman to come out of closed session at 1:38pm. Seconded by Marcy.
Motion carried 3-0 by voice vote.

4. A motion was made by Bigford to support the recommendation of legal counsel given during closed session.
Support by Marcy. :

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Bigford, Osman, Marcy

No: 0

Abstain: 0

Absent: Aldrich, Helmrich

Respectfully,

Daniel DeFranco, Township Manager

I, Cindy Osman, Township Clerk, certify that these minutes were approved on March 11, 2026 by the Township
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Cindy Osman, Township Clerk Date




