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Saugatuck Township
Committee of the Whole Minutes
Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 11:00 a.m.
Saugatuck Township Hall
Meeting held in person

Call to Order: Supervisor called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.

Roll Call:

Present: Supervisor Bigford, Treasurer Helmrich, Clerk Osman, Trustee Aldrich
Absent: Trustee Marcy

Also Present: Manager DeFranco

Approval of Agenda:
A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the agenda as presented. Support by Osman.
Motion carried by 4-0 voice vote.

Public Comment:

L,

Lynn Kirkaldy, 2402 Lakeshore Dr., speaking to the Lakeshore Drive Grant application.
Expressed concerns with the project’s environmental impact and advocated for a slow
speed road design and construction. Recognized the urgency of the project, but advised to
take time.

. Andrew Milaukas, 2895 Lakeshore Dr., supportive of project concept, but concerned

with the present road design. Noted that it was not reconnecting Lakeshore Drive, the
project proposes construction of new road. Expressed concern with the development
potential the new road could make possible and how that development could permanently
change the character of the area.

Doug Manning, 2566 Lakeshore Dr., noted that his concerns align with those of the prior
public commenters. Also concerned with the requirements attached to a federal grant.
Expressed concern with seeing a higher speed limit with existing pedestrian traffic.
Would like to see improved communication regarding the project.

Action Items:

None

Discussion Items:

L.

County Imagery Partnership Agreement
a. Board reviewed agreement with Allegan County to renew aerial imagery service
for additional 6-year term.

2. Patel Land Division

a. Board reviewed application for land division that would decrease size of a lot in a
subdivision. Planning Commission reviewed land division request and
recommended it for Board approval.

3. Data Center Moratorium Resolution
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a. Board reviewed recommendation from the Planning Commission to institute a
temporary moratorium on Data Centers and a resolution that would enact the
temporary moratorium on Data Center zoning approvals and issuance of building
permits.

4. Blue Star Trail Engineering Proposal

a. Board reviewed an interlocal agreement between the City of the Village of
Douglas and Saugatuck Township agreeing to move forward with engineering
services and a cost share agreement to support the three-mile extension of the
Blue Star Trail from Wiley Rd to M-89.

5. Lakeshore Drive Commitment Resolution

a. Board reviewed a resolution for a commitment of $250,000 in local funds in
support of the Allegan County Road Commission’s BUILD Grant application for
the Reconnecting Lakeshore Drive project, the construction of a new road
between Wiley Rd and 126™ Ave that would service homes in the lakeshore drive
area between Wiley and 126" Ave in the event of a future road failure. The
Board discussed environmental impacts and concern with a high speed road.
DeFranco discussed the Township’s request to include a separate non-motorized
trail as part of the road design, and noted that elements such as a bike trail that
introduce additional pedestrian activity can be used to justify a lower speed limit
and can, in themselves, act to mitigate speed. The Board discussed additional
levels of review and oversight that accompany projects supported by federal
dollars and the likelihood of seeing the road design modified to mitigate
environmental and cultural impacts and the need to provide alternate routes to be
reviewed by regulatory agencies. The Board also recognized the urgency of
working toward a solution for future roads failures along Lakeshore Drive and the
many years it will take to construct a new road.

6. Pre-Development Accelerator Pilot Program Grant Agreement

a. The Board review a grant agreement between the Township and the Michigan
Infrastructure Office Technical Assistance Center to authorize the Township’s
Pre-Development Accelerator Pilot Program grant agreement. The $50,000 grant
will support planning, design, and permitting work to improve the intersection of
Blue Star Hwy/135™ Ave/65™ St in preparation for applying for a federal grant to
support construction.

7. Progressive Planning and Engineering Services Proposal

a. The Board reviewed a proposal for planning and engineering services from
Progressive AE to support improvements at the Intersection of Blue Star
Hwy/135%" Ave/65™ St

Public Comment:

1. Lynn Kirkaldy, 2402 Lakeshore Dr., concerned about the proposed bike trail, tree loss,
and additional groundwater run-off.

2. Andrew Milaukas, 2895 Lakeshore Dr., noted that the width of the road and shoulders
will impact how fast people drive on the new road, and wondered whether the width of
the road could be addressed to reduce speed. Asked whether there was any potential
legislation that could assist with speed of road.

Page 2 of 4



¢

h\*\

AW

N Saugatuck
Township

MOTIONS

1. A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the agenda as presented. Support by Osman.
Motion carried by 4-0 voice vote.

Respectfully,

Daniel DeFranco, Township Manager

I, Cindy Osman, Township Clerk, certify that these minutes were approved on March 11, 2026
by the Township Board.

\

W/ 3130”2'9

Cindy Osman, Township Clerk Date
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Adjournment: Bigford adjourned the meeting at 12:19 p.m.
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