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Planning Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
Meeting held in person & via Zoom
Saugatuck Township Hall

Call to Order: Chair Webster called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Roll Call:

Present: Denise Webster, Jackie Ground, Steve McFadden, Dave lhle, Cindy Osman, Gordon Stannis.

Absent: Ken Butler

Also Present: Planning and Zoning Administrator Lynee Wells, Recording Secretary Morgan Coulston, Randy Schipper,
Brian Timmer, James Cook, Nathaniel Reed, Cory VanLiere, John Tenpas, Mike Widdes, Lynn Kirkaldy, Doug Manning.

Approval of Agenda

Webster introduced the agenda and informed the Commission that applicant Andrew Murch had withdrawn his New
Business item for a Site Plan Review and would return for consideration at a later date.

A Motion was made by Osman to approve the agenda as amended. Supported by Ihle. Motion carried unanimously via
voice vote.

Approval of Minutes:

Minutes from the September 16, 2025 Meeting were reviewed.

A Motion was made by lhle to approve the minutes from the September 16, 2025 Meeting as presented. Supported by
Stannis. Motion carried unanimously via voice vote.

Public Comments:
Webster opened the floor for Public Comment. There was none. Webster closed Public Comment.

New Business:

— Public hearing, to consider a Special Land Use for Waste Management and Recycling located off 134 and 63th on
parcel 0320-260-008-00, located in the I-1 Industrial District, Applicant is Brian Timmer, Wooden Iron LLC, Agent is
Driesenga.

Wells introduced the agenda item and provided an overview of the proposed Special Land Use for a Waste

Management and Recycling facility located off 134th Avenue and 63rd Street (Parcel 03-20-260-008-00) in the I-1

Industrial District. The applicant, Brian Timmer of Wooden Iron LLC, with Driesenga as agent, proposed operations on

a 10.51-acre site. Wells noted that the applicant had been depositing materials on-site prior to approval, discovered

through a routine inspection following a complaint. The property lies adjacent to a former landfill, with proposed

excavation below the landfill elevation, and is located within the wellhead protection overlay district.

The project was reviewed under Section 15.40, General Standards for Special Land Use. Wells also noted that a prior

version of the project, presented in May 2025, included excavation and a manmade lake with modified setback

requests requiring neighbor approval. After the City of Saugatuck declined to support the reduced setbacks, the
applicant withdrew that proposal and resubmitted for Waste Management and Material Recycling use only.

The applicant’s agent, John Tenpas of Driesenga, provided an overview of the project and addressed several

questions outlined in the planner’s memo.

The Planning Commission discussed permit and inspection requirements for soil erosion, the extent of driveway

paving, dust and noise from crushing operations, potential impacts on nearby residents, site lighting and security

needs, and clarification of the term “washing” as used in the application.

Webster opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 PM.

— James Cook stated that while he supports legitimate business operations, he is concerned about noise from the
site, noting that it is audible from his residence on Palmer Drive.

— Mike Widdes shared that he purchased his property in 2021 intending to build a home, but after learning
residential use was not permitted at the time, constructed a barn for his car business. He expressed
disappointment that the applicant began work without prior approval and voiced concerns about dust and the lack
of residential development opportunities in the area.

— Corey VanLiere stated that he lives a few properties east of the site and expressed concerns regarding windblown
debris, potential impacts on wildlife, noise from crushing operations, effects on the nearby dog park, increased
traffic, and material washing activities.
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— Nathaniel Reed, who lives immediately east of the dog park, expressed concern about truck traffic and vehicle
speeds along 134th Avenue, suggesting a four-way stop at 134th Avenue and Gleason Road near the dog park
entrance. He also raised concerns about noise from the crusher.

— Mike Widdes returned to add concern about potential disruptions to middle school cross-country meets held at the
dog park.

Webster closed the Public Hearing at 6:43 PM.

Following public comment, the Planning Commission discussed the lack of current site information and outdated

plans, the potential need for dust and acoustic studies, clarification regarding the type of material to be crushed, and

the uses permitted within the Industrial Zoning District.

A Motion was made by lhle to postpone the consideration of a Special Land Use for Waste Management and

Recycling located off 134t and 63th on parcel 0320-260-008-00, located in the I-1 Industrial District pending

submission of updated plans and site information; a contamination report with supporting data; a soil erosion and

sediment control permit; and input from the Allegan County Drain Commission and the Township Engineer regarding
runoff. Stannis additionally requested a site-specific wind and acoustic study and a safety analysis of 134th Avenue
for the proposed operation. Support by McFadden.

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Webster, Ground, McFadden, lhle, Osman, Stannis

No:

Discussion: None

Motion carried 6-0 via roll call vote.

Old Business: None

Communications
A. Correspondence: None
B. Commission Comments:
Webster spoke about the ZBA receiving a copy of Robert’s Rules of Order and asked if any Planning Commissioners
would like a copy, which all acknowledged that they would.
Stannis and McFadden requested that they no longer receive paper packets, preferring the digital copy of the packet.
C. Township Board Report:
Osman gave a brief overview of the October Township Board meeting.
D. Staff Updates:
No updates on Blue Star Brewery (approved October 15, 2024), AutoCamp (met with new ownership group and
looking to start this fall)

Public Comments:

Webster opened the floor for Public Comment.

— Lynn Kirkaldy expressed her appreciation for the Planning Commission and the Township, and requested that the
Township explore stronger enforcement measures, noting that many individuals are willing to pay minor fines without
changing behavior. She also urged the Township to review and potentially strengthen Short-Term Rental regulations
and enforcement.

Webster closed Public Comment.

Adjourn:
A Motion was made by lhle to adjourn at 7:23 PM. Supported by Osman. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
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MOTIONS

A Motion was made by Osman to approve the agenda as amended. Supported by |hle. Motion carried unanimously
via voice vote.

A Motion was made by lhle to approve the minutes from the September 16, 2025 Meeting as presented. Supported
by Stannis. Motion carried unanimously via voice vote.

A Motion was made by lhle to postpone the consideration of a Special Land Use for Waste Management and
Recycling located off 134th and 63th on parcel 0320-260-008-00, located in the I-1 Industrial District pending
submission of the following: new updated plans and site information, a contamination report with supporting data, a
soil erosion and sediment control permit, input from the Allegan County Drain Commission and Township Engineer

regarding runoff, a site-specific wind and acoustic study, and a safety analysis of 134th Avenue for the proposed site.
Support by McFadden.

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Webster, Ground, McFadden, lhle, Osman, Stannis
No:

Discussion: None

Motion carried 6-0 via roll call vote.

A Motion was made by lhle to adjourn at 7:23 PM. Supported by Osman. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

Respectfully,
Worgan Counlston

Recording Secretary
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