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Saugatuck Township Board
Special Meeting Minutes
Monday, June 30,2025 at 11:00 a.m.
Meeting held in person
Saugatuck Township Hall

Call to Order: Clerk Osman called the meeting to order at 11:01 AM.

Roll Call:

Present: Supervisor Abby Bigford (arrived at 11:16am), Clerk Cindy Osman, Trustee Brenda Marcy, and
Trustee Stacey Aldrich.

Absent: Treasurer Jon Helmrich

Also Present: Manager Daniel DeFranco

Public Comments: None

Approval of Agenda

A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the agenda as presented. Supported by Marcy.
Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 3-0

Motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda

A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the consent agenda as presented. Supported by Marcy.
Discussion: None

Yoice Vote: 3-0

Motion carried unanimously.

Action Items:

1. Planning Commission Appointments
Bigford reviewed the applications for the two open seats on Planning Commission, inviting Webster and
Manning to speak to the Board on their interest in serving on Planning Commission. Supervisor Bigford
appointed Webster and Ihle for reappointment to the Planning Commission.
A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the appointment of Webster and Ihle to the Planning
Commission for 3-year terms set to expire on June 30, 2028. Supported by Marcy.
Discussion: None
Voice Vote: 4-0
Motion carried unanimously.

2. MMRMA Insurance Proposal
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DeFranco introduced a proposal for Insurance Coverage from the Michigan Municipal Risk Management
Authority. Board members inquired into differences in coverage between MMRMA proposal and current
insurance plan.

N7/ ]

A Motion was made by Marcy to approve the Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority Coverage
Proposal effective July 1, 2025 to July 1, 2026. Supported by Osman.

Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0

Motion carried unanimously.

3. ACLAC Contract

DeFranco introduced a contract with the Allegan County Legal Assistance Center to provide civil legal
assistance services to Township residents for a $1,500 annual contract. 60 Township residents received legal
assistance through the center in 2025, 70% of which made $50,000 or less a year. Board members inquired as
to how Allegan County residents learn about the Center and its services. Director, Linda Teeter, described
outreach methods and services offered by the Center. Board remarked on the importance of the service to
Township residents.

A Motion was made by Osman to approve the Legal Assistance Contract between Saugatuck Township and
Allegan County Legal Assistance Center to expire on June 30, 2026.

Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0

Motion carried unanimously.

4, Columbaria Proposal for Riverside Cemetery

DeFranco introduced a proposal from Viridis Design Group to complete design and construction documents for
the construction of a columbaria at Riverside Cemetery.

Public Comments: None

A Motion was made by Marcy to approve proposal from Viridis Design Group for Professional Landscape
Architecture Services for Riverside Cemetery Columbaria and Landscape Improvements. Supported by
Aldrich.

Discussion: Bigford asked how many niches would be in the columbaria. DeFranco said 150 to 300, but that a
larger columbaria could be designed that is constructed in phases. The Board noted the need to bring more
cremation burial options to Riverside Cemetery.

Voice Vote: 4-0

Motion carried unanimously.

5. End-of-Year Budget Amendments

DeFranco explained that the actual Budget Amendment document could not be provided due to the server being
down, but that an end-of-year Budget Amendment must be approved prior to the end of the fiscal year.
DeFranco said that adjustments in expenditures would need to be made in the Technology and Building
Department and that there would be an increase in the appropriation out to the Capital Project fund to support
the renovations to the Township Hall building and site. DeFranco noted that there have not been any surprising
expenditures.

A Motion was made by Marcy to approve the end-of-year budget amendments as verbally presented due to
server issues. Supported by Osman.
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Discussion: The Board discussed approving the end-of-year Budget Amendments as verbally presented.
Roll Call:
Yeas: Marcy, Bigford, Osman, Aldrich
Nays: 0
Absent: Helmrich
Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.

Public Comment:
None

Board Member Comments:

Marcy mentioned driving through a roundabout in Stuart, F1 that has eight streets intersecting and that the
roundabout keeps traffic flowing.

Adjourn:
Supervisor Bigford adjourned the meeting at 12:12 PM
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. A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the agenda as presented. Supported by Marcy.
Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 3-0

Motion carried unanimously.

. A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the consent agenda as presented. Supported by Marcy.
Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 3-0

Motion carried unanimously.

. A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the appointment of Webster and lhle to the Planning
Commission for 3-year terms set to expire on June 30, 2028. Supported by Marcy.

Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0

Motion carried unanimously.

. A Motion was made by Marcy to approve the Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority
Coverage Proposal effective July 1, 2025 to July 1, 2026. Supported by Osman.

Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0

Motion carried unanimously.

. A Motion was made by Osman to approve the Legal Assistance Contract between Saugatuck Township
and Allegan County Legal Assistance Center to expire on June 30", 2026.

Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0

Motion carried unanimously.

. A Motion was made by Marcy to approve proposal from Viridis Design Group for Professional
Landscape Architecture Services for Riverside Cemetery Columbaria and Landscape Improvements.
Supported by Aldrich.

Yoice Vote: 4-0

Motion carried unanimously.

. A Motion was made by Marcy to approve the end-of-year budget amendments as verbally presented due
to server issues. Supported by Osman.

Discussion: The Board discussed approving the end-of-year Budget Amendments as verbally presented.
Roll Call:

Yeas: Marcy, Bigford, Osman, Aldrich

Nays: 0

Absent: Helmrich

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.
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Respectfully,

DA D,

Daniel DeFranco, Township Manager

I, Cindy Osman, Township Clerk, certify that these minutes were approved on August 13, 2025 by the
Township Board.

8fe /25

Township Clerk Date
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