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Saugatuck Township
Regular Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, June 11, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
Saugatuck Township Hall
Meeting held in person & via Zoom

Call to Order: Clerk Osman called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM

A Motion was made by Helmrich to appoint Clerk Cindy Osman as chair for the meeting due to Supervisor
Bigford's excused absence. Supported by Marcy.

Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:

Present: Clerk Cindy Osman, Treasurer Jon Helmrich, Trustee Brenda Marcy, and Trustee Stacey Aldrich.
Absent; Supervisor Abby Bigford

Also Present: Manager Daniel DeFranco, Recording Secretary Morgan Coulston, Brad Lubbers, Harry Adams.

Reports: Clerk Osman opened the floor for reports.

1. Presentation(s): None.

2. Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Helmrich stated that there is no report available due to server issues.

3. Planning Commission:
Clerk Osman summarized key items from the May Planning Commission meeting, including correspondence
for the Planning Commission to reconsider their determination that the proposed office building on Blue Star
Highway.

4. Manager’s Report:
Township Manager DeFranco presented an update on current Township projects; the report is on file.

Public Comment:

— Allegan County Commissioner Brad Lubbers provided an update on county activities, highlighting upcoming
household hazardous waste collection days and tire recycling events available to all Allegan County residents.
He also announced an upcoming senior citizen expo open to all seniors in the county.

Public Comment Closed

Agenda Approval:

Clerk Osman introduced the agenda, and Helmrich requested that the Planning Commission appointments be
postponed in light of the Supervisor's absence.

A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the agenda as amended. Supported by Helmrich.

Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Approval of Consent Agenda: Clerk Osman introduced the consent agenda.
1. Bills & Review of Invoices

2. Approval of Minutes

3. Disbursements

None

4. Reports
a. Clerk Report c. Parks Commission
b. Fire Board d. Interurban Board

5. Correspondence
None



AL
N /7]

%y Saugatuck
az Township

ll

6. Operations
a. Site Works Payment Application #3
A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the consent agenda as presented. Supported by Marcy.
Discussion: None
Voice Vote: 4-0.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Fiduciary Oversight: N/A

Policy Development, Evaluation, and Actions: N/A
Legislative Actions (Ordinances): N/A

Strategic Discussions and Actions: N/A
Professional Development: N/A

Other Unfinished Business: N/A

Other New Business:

1. Commission Appointments: Zoning Board of Appeals

The Board reviewed three applications to fill vacancies on the Zoning Board of Appeals. Two full-term seats set to
expire on June 30th were open, with current members Catherine Dritsas and Harry Adams seeking
reappointment. An additional application was submitted by Rebecca Israels for the ZBA Alternate position, also a
full 3-year term. The Board was advised to evaluate the application materials and consider each applicant’s past
performance in their deliberations.

A Motion was made by Helmrich to appointment of Catherine Dritsas and Harry Adams to the Zoning Board of
Appeals and Rebecca Israels as an alternate member to the Zoning Board of appeals for 3-year terms set to
expire on June 30, 2028. Supported by Aldrich.

Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

2. L-4029 Request

The Township was required to approve and submit the annual Tax Rate Request form (L-4029) to Allegan County
in order to set the millage rates for its allocated operating millage and all voter-approved extra millages. The
Township was permitted to authorize rates up to the maximum allowable millage, which reflects the voter-
approved rate adjusted by the Headlee rollback. Staff recommended authorizing the full allowable millage rates
for both operating and extra voted millages to ensure continued funding for Township operations and services.
This was a public hearing.

Clerk Osman opened the public hearing at 6:35 PM. There was no public comment. The public hearing was
closed at 6:36 PM.

A Motion was made by Marcy to authorize the completion and submission of the 2025 L-4029 form requesting
the maximum allowable millage rates to be levied for Saugatuck Township’s allocated operating millage and all
extra voted millages. Supported by Helmrich.

Discussion: None

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Osman, Helmrich, Aldrich, Marcy

No:

Motion Carried Unanimously.

3. FY 2025-2026 Budget Adoption

The Township Board previously reviewed the Tentative Budget for FY 2025-2026 on June 5, 2023, and scheduled
a public hearing and final adoption for June 14, 2023. As required, notice of the budget hearing was published in
the Holland Sentinel on June 1, 2023, and in The Commercial Record on June 8, 2023, to ensure general
circulation. The proposed General Fund budget projected revenues of $1,685,800.00, which included income
from an allocated millage rate of 0.9933 mills and various other sources. Estimated expenditures for general
Township operations and activities were projected at $1,678,950.00. This is a public hearing.
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Clerk Osman opened the public hearing at 6:38 PM. There was no public comment. The public hearing was
closed at 6:39 PM.

A Motion was made by Aldrich to adopt the proposed FY 2025-2026 budget, as presented, and Resolution No.
2025-16, a resolution to establish general appropriations for Saugatuck Township. Supported by Helmrich.
Discussion: None

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Osman, Helmrich, Aldrich, Marcy

No:

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Future Topics: N/A

Public Comment:
There was no public comment.
Public Comment Closed

Board Member Comments:

—  Aldrich provided an update on the Tri-Community Wildlife Committee, noting that the two cities would have
more responsibilities moving forward, as the Township adhered to the DNR's guidelines.

— Helmrich shared that he attended both the City of Saugatuck’s grand opening of the Saugatuck Wilds and a
recent workshop hosted by Laketown Township.

— Osman acknowledged receipt of correspondence regarding a light post and clarified that any concerns would
need to be directed to Consumers Energy, as the matter fell under their jurisdiction.

Adjournment: Clerk Osman adjourned the meeting at 6:52 PM
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MOTIONS

1. A Motion was made by Helmrich to appoint Clerk Cindy Osman as chair for the meeting due to Supervisor

Bigford’s excused absence. Supported by Marcy.
Discussion: None

Voice Vote: 4-0.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

2. A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the agenda as amended. Supported by Helmrich.
Discussion: None
Voice Vote: 4-0.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

3. A Motion was made by Aldrich to approve the consent agenda as presented. Supported by Marcy.
Discussion: None
Voice Vote: 4-0.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

4. A Motion was made by Helmrich to appointment of Catherine Dritsas and Harry Adams to the Zoning Board
of Appeals and Rebecca Israels as an alternate member to the Zoning Board of appeals for 3-year terms set
to expire on June 30, 2028. Supported by Aldrich.

Discussion: None
Voice Vote: 4-0.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

5. A Motion was made by Marcy to authorize the completion and submission of the 2025 L-4029 form
requesting the maximum allowable millage rates to be levied for Saugatuck Township's allocated operating
millage and all extra voted millages. Supported by Helmrich.

Discussion: None

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Osman, Helmrich, Aldrich, Marcy
No:

Motion Carried Unanimously.

6. A Motion was made by Aldrich to adopt the proposed FY 2025-2026 budget, as presented, and Resolution
No. 2025-16, a resolution to establish general appropriations for Saugatuck Township. Supported by
Helmrich.

Discussion: None

Roll Call Vote:

Yes: Osman, Helmrich, Aldrich, Marcy
No:

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Respectfully,
Mo&gﬂn Coulston

Recording Secretary

[, Cindy Osman, Township Clerk, certify that these minutes were approved on August 13, 2025, 2025 by the

Township Board.
W | §/1U/25

Township Clerk o Date




