
 
 

 

Saugatuck Township Regular Planning Commission Meeting May 22, 2017 
 

AMENDED APPROVED MINUTES 
 

1 

 

The Saugatuck Township Planning Commission met on May 22, 2017 at the township hall on Blue Star 
Highway, Saugatuck, Michigan,  
 

 Present:  Rudich, Prietz, Conklin, Welk, Milauckas 
 Absent:  Miller Cook 
 Recused:  Rowe 
 Also Present : ZA Kushion 
 

At 7:02 pm Vice Chairperson Conklin called the meeting to order. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Review and Adopt May 22, 2017 Meeting Agenda:  Milauckas asked to add ‘Legal Correspondence 
Procedures’ after item #8.  Rudich motioned to adopt the agenda as amended, Welk seconded.  
Motion approved unanimously. 
 

Review of April 26. 2017 meeting minutes:  At the end of the middle paragraph on page 2, add 
'Attorney Smith indicated that, in his opinion, the memorandums could be released but would have to 
be approved by the township board.'  On page 3, change 'country' to 'county'.  On page 3, add 'at the 
preliminary approval stage' to the end of the sentence 'None of the board members felt a 
performance bond should be required'.  On page 6, third paragraph from the top, add punctuation.  
On page 7, first sentence, add 'the' to 'building of marina'.  On page 7, change 'boat' to 'boats' in 
condition #4.  Prietz motioned to approve the minutes as amended, Milauckas seconded.  Motion 
approved unanimously. 
 

Agenda Change:  Move 'Public Comment & Correspondence' to Item #6.  Milauckas motioned, Prietz 
seconded.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 

Public Comment: 
 

Dayle Harrison, 3108 62nd St, Mr. Harrison is perplexed about the lack of anyone addressing the 
waterfront ordinance in any detail regarding the North Shores of Saugatuck development.  He stated 
that if no one is coming up with a calculation regarding how many docks and slips would be allowed, 
maybe the Zoning Board of Appeals should take up the issue.   
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He brought to the attention of the Planning Commission, a request from the Heron Bay condominium 
association to install a docking structure and pile clusters (included at the end of these meeting 
minutes).  Mr. Harrison suggested that the township attorney separate out confidential information so 
that memorandums can be released without waiting for township board approval.  Milauckas 
responded to Mr. Harrison's comment regarding the ratio of docks and slips to waterfront frontage.  
Milauckas explained that in the township attorney's interpretation of ordinance #40-910, all of the 
conditions that come after the first paragraph in ordinance #40-910 are controlled by the first 
paragraph.  Since none of the condominiums in this PUD development have shared water access, each 
having their own waterfront access, the condition in paragraph h no longer applies.  Discussion 
regarding how the township attorney interpreted ordinance #40-910 regarding shared water frontage.   
 
Laura Judge, 6510 Oakwood Lane,  Ms. Judge encourages that a proactive archaeological investigation 
be done to define the site of Singapore and look for Native American artifacts before beginning 
construction and excavation. 
 
Planning Consultant Update:  ZA Kushion reported that there were two potential planners that have 
submitted proposals.  He will make phone calls to come up with more options.  Rudich asked that the 
Planning Commission be able to have input on possible planner choices.  Milauckas would like the 
planner chosen to be able to be used in other potential developments in the future.  ZA Kushion will 
give a heads up to whichever planner is chosen at the July township board meeting so that they are up 
to speed. 
 

Milauckas read his letter in response to Rudich's letter to the Planning Commission and a local 
newspaper.  Milauckas takes issue with one paragraph in Rudich's letter in particular that seems to 
bring up financial and procedural issues stemming from the past McClendon development.  He feels 
that those issues are not pertinent to what is going on with this development and the hiring of a 
planner for this development.  Discussion regarding Milauckas's letter of response to Rudich's letter.   
 

Discussion of Potential Private Road Ordinance Amendment:  ZA Kushion stated that the township is 
considering changing the private road rules to add shared driveway standards that mirror the IFC and 
adding a stipulation in the land division rules that five or more splits require a water supply.  ZA 
Kushion stated that multiple resident complaints have been received indicating that they were getting 
almost a secondary zoning review from the fire department regarding requirements that were not 
included in any township zoning ordinances.  He said that the township is considering opting out of 
the IFC for one and two family homes only but take some of the major safety concerns that the fire 
department had that were public safety issues and add them into the private road rules which would 
be reviewed at the time of building permit issuance.  Discussion regarding information researched and 
presented by ZA Kushion from nine other townships comparing their fire department reviews.  
Discussion regarding how these issues are different for a rural township versus municipalities that are 
covered by city water.   
 

Legal Correspondence Procedures:  Milauckas asked why the township attorney would designate 
memos confidential if they do not need to be hidden from the public.  He feels this creates 
transparency issues with the public.  Conklin wondered who decides when confidential information is 
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Prietz suggested that before the township attorney make certain information privileged, he discuss 
with the board the reasons he is making that information privileged.  Milauckas motioned to initiate a 
request from the Planning Commission to the township board to discuss with the township attorney 
the use of the confidential attorney/client privilege designation on communications that don't meet 
the confidential designation, Prietz seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.  Prietz motioned to ask 
the township board to waive the client attorney/privilege on the April 24 letter responding to Mr. 
McKown's letter and the March 28 memorandum concerning the recusal of Mr. Rowe, Welk seconded.  
Motion approved unanimously.   
 

Public Correspondence:  Letters received from Dick Waskin responding to Chairperson Miller Cook's 
letter in the local newspaper and Laura Judge regarding North Shores of Saugatuck.   
 

Board Discussion:  No discussion 
 

Township Board Updates and Planning Commission Comments:  Rudich will be bringing the private 
road rules and legal correspondence requests to the township board.  He also stated that budget work 
is coming up.  Conklin asked when positions on the Planning Commission are voted on.  Rudich 
responded that it was at the July meeting. 
 

Rudich motioned to adjourn at 8:34, Welk seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.   
 

Next Planning Commission Meeting:  The next Planning Commission meeting will be on June 26, 
2017. 
_______________________________   
Janna Rudich, Recording Secretary 

 
 
 

1. Motion to approve the agenda of the May 22, 2017 Planning Commission meeting.  Rudich 
motioned, Welk seconded.  Motion approved unanimously. 

2. Motion to approve the amended minutes of the April 26, 2017 Planning Commission meeting.  
Prietz motioned, Milauckas seconded.  Motion approved unanimously. 

3. Motion to change the agenda by moving Public Comments & Correspondence to Item #6.  
Milauckas motioned,  Prietz seconded.  Motion approved unanimously.  

4. Motion to initiate a request from the Planning Commission to the township board to discuss 
with the township attorney the use of the confidential attorney/client privilege designation on 
communications that don't meet the confidential designation.  Milauckas motioned, Prietz 
seconded.  Motion approved unanimously. 

5. Motion to ask the township board to waive the client attorney/privilege on the April 24 letter 
responding to Mr. McKown's letter and the March 28 memorandum concerning the recusal of 
Mr. Rowe.  Prietz motioned, Welk seconded.  Motion approved unanimously. 

6. Motion to adjourn at 8:34 pm.  Rudich motioned, Welk seconded.  Motion approved 
unanimously. 
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